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1 . EMBASSY HAS WRITTEN TO SOVIET MINISTRY OE FOREIGN TRADE 
TO OBTAIN INEO REQUESTED IN REETEL. WE WOULD NOT BE 
SURPRISED, HOWEVER, IF THIS REQUEST MEETS LONG AND PERHAPS 
ENDURING SILENCE. 

2. TO BEST OE EMBASSY'S INFORMATION, HOWEVER, IMPORT OP 
PIREARMS AND AMMUNITION INTO THE SOVIET UNION IS VERY 
STRICTLY CONTROLLED BY KGB AND ONLY PIREAMRS BROUGHT IN 

ARE TEMPORARY IMPORTS FOR HUNTING AND SPORT AND OFFICIAL GIFTS. 
SOVIET SMALL ARMS PRODUCTION SATISFIES NOT ONLY ALL MILITARY 
REQUIREMENTS, BUT TAKES CARE OP ALMOST ALL NON-MILITARY 
DEMAND AS WELL. 

3. SOVIET CITIZENS CAN OBTAIN SHOTGUNS THROUGH MEMBER- 
SHIP IN HUNTING ASSOCIATIONS, AND IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING 
THAT THIS WOULD PRECLUDE CONVICTED CRIMINALS PROM 
ACQUIRING ARMS LEGALLY. IN THE COUNTRYSIDE, HOWEVER, 

AN UNOFPICIAL AND PROBABLY FLOURISHING PRIVATE MARKET 
EXISTS AS SHOTGUNS POR HUNTING ARE PASSED PROM PERSON 
TO PERSON. 

4. EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT "AMERICAN RIPLEMAN" CARRIED 
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WHICH UNDOUBTEDLY COULD BE OBTAINED EROM NRA. 
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